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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 .1 Claims 1,6,8-11,14, 29 and 37 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
unpatentable over Hannah, US Patent No. 5,784,581. 

Regarding claims 1. 6, 8-11, 14, 29 and 37, Hannah discloses an apparatus and 
method for operating a peripheral device as either a master device or a slave device. 
Hannah teaches the system comprises a telephone device 14 that communicates with a 
plurality of USB devices 14 through a USB hub 12, wherein the USB hubs 12s are 
controlled by a USB host controller 10; wherein the controller 10 converts USB protocol 
to another protocol used by the devices and vice versa; figures 1-3; col. 3, lines 5-8; col. 
4, line 64 - col. 5, line 9 (receiving, by a system, a message from the first device to 
establish a communications session with the USB peripheral device, the message being 
according to a first protocol defining real-time interactive sessions; establishing a 
communications session between the first device and the system over the network; and 
converting, in the system, between data according to the first protocol and data 
according to a second protocol that defines a USB peripheral link from the system to the 
USB peripheral device.) 
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1.2 Claims 27 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Donovan et al. US Patent No. 6,453,034, hereafter referred to as Donovan. 

Regarding claim 27, Donovan teaches: a network with bi-directional 
communication between two peripheral devices 53 and 43 such that protocol translation 
takes place from a first protocol (SS7, ISDN or CAS) to a second protocol (SIP) or 
alternately (H.323) (Col 3, lines 5-15), and bi-directional translation for the real-time 
voice data via a signaling gateway 63 and a media gateway 65 (Col 3, lines 25-30), with 
a first device EG 61 accepting the information (Col 4, lines 5-8) and the translation is 
controlled by a controlling configuration for translation including a signaling gateway 63, 
media gateway 65, signaling gateway 57, and media gateway 59 (Col 3, lines 25-32). 

Regarding claim 31, Donovan teaches: the non-telephony device EG 61 is 
performing one or more commands (Fig. 2; Col 3, lines 50-53). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 32-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Donovan et al. US Patent No. 6453034, hereafter referred to as Donovan. 

2.1 Regarding claims 32-35 Donovan teaches: a network with bi-directional 

communication between two peripheral devices 53 and 43 such that protocol translation 

takes place from a first protocol (SS7 ISDN or CAS) to a second protocol (SIP) or 
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alternately (H.323) (Col 3, lines 5-15), and bi-directional translation for the real-time 
voice data via a signaling gateway 63 and a media gateway 65 (Col 3, lines 25-30), with 
a first device EG 61 accepting the information (Col 4, lines 5-8) and the translation is 
controlled by a controlling configuration for translation including a signaling gateway 63, 
media gateway 65, signaling gateway 57, and media gateway 59 (Col 3, lines 25-32). 
Donovan does not discloses the peripheral link is selected from the group consisting of 
a USB port, a parallel port, a serial port, a Small Computer Systems Interface (SCSI) 
port, and a Personal Computer Memory Card International Association (PCMCIA) port. 
However, these ports are well known in the field of telecommunications and networks. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to adapt the plurality of ports as recited in the claim into Donovan's system for 
economic reason, since it could be adapted with multiple devices used in networks. 
2.2 Claims 16, 19-22, 28 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Donovan et al. US Patent No. 6,453,034, in view of Hannah, US 
Patent No. 5,784,581, hereafter referred to as Donovan and Hannah respectively. 

Regarding claims 28 and 36, Donovan discloses that the system translates 
signaling from SIP format to another format and vice versa. The system disclosed by 
Donovan does not convert between a SIP format and a USB format. However, Hannah 
discloses that the system convert to USB format from any peripheral devices protocol 
and vice versa; figures 1-3; col. 3, lines 5-8; col. 4, line 64 - col. 5, line 9. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
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adapt the plurality of ports as recited in the claim into Donovan's system for economic 
reason, since it could be adapted with multiple peripheral devices used in networks. 

Regarding claims 16 and 19-22, Donovan teaches: a network with bi-directional 
communication between two peripheral devices 53 and 43 such that protocol translation 
takes place from a first protocol (SS7 ISDN or CAS) to a second protocol (SIP) or 
alternately (H.323) (Col 3, lines 5-15), and bi-directional translation for the real-time 
voice data via a signaling gateway 63 and a media gateway 65 (Col 3, lines 25-30), with 
a first device EG 61 accepting the information (Col 4, lines 5-8) and the translation is 
controlled by a controlling configuration for translation including a signaling gateway 63, 
media gateway 65, signaling gateway 57, and media gateway 59 (Col 3, lines 25-32). 
Donovan does not disclose the peripheral devices include a USB device. However, 
Hannah teaches this feature as cited above with respect to claim 1 . It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to adapt the 
plurality of ports as recited in the claim into Donovan's system for economic reason, 
since it could be adapted with multiple peripheral devices used in networks. 
2.3 Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hannah, 
US Patent No. 5,784,581 , in view of Laubach et al. US Patent No. 6,081 ,533, hereafter 
referred to as Hannah and Laubach respectively. 

Regarding claim: 12 Donovan teaches: all of the above embodiments except a 
multicast packet receiver for multicast signaling. Laubach teaches: a voice 
communication packet communication network (Col 4, lines 20-26) with multicasting 
data packets (Col 8, lines 13-18) as an acceptable means for information reception. 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have included a receiver with the receptive option of multicast 
packets to enable a different type of data acceptance useful for data network integration 
efforts. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3.1 Claims 2, 4, 13, 18, 23-25 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Hannah, US Patent No. 5,784,581, discloses an apparatus and method for 
operating a peripheral device as either a master device or a slave device. Donovan et 
al. US Patent No. 6,453,034, discloses a method of and system for extending Internet 
telephony over virtual private network direct access lines. 

Both Hannah and Donovan et al. do not teach or fairly suggest the following 
features, which are recited in each independent claim of the present application: 
(a) A method of communications between a first device and a peripheral device over 
a network comprising; 

receiving, by a system, a message from the first device to establish a 
communications session with the peripheral device the message being according to a 
first protocol defining real-time interactive sessions; 

establishing a communications session between the first device and the system 
over the network; and 
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converting, in the system, between data according to the first protocol and data 
according to a second protocol that defines a peripheral link from the system to the 
peripheral device, 

wherein receiving the message includes receiving a Session Initiation Protocol 
message, and 

wherein the peripheral link is selected from the group consisting of a Universal 
Serial Bus port, a parallel port, a serial port, a Small Computer Systems Interface port, 
and a Personal Computer Memory Card International Association port as recited in 
claims 1 and 37. 

(b) A method of communications between a first device and a peripheral device over 
a network comprising: 

receiving, by a system a message from the first device to establish a 
communications session with the peripheral device the message being according to a 
first protocol defining real-time interactive sessions 

establishing a communications session between the first device and the system 
over the network; 

converting, in the system, between data according to the first protocol and data 
according to a second protocol that defines a peripheral link from the system to the 
peripheral device; 

receiving another message to establish a second communications session while 
the first communication session is active; and 
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performing one of sending a busy indication and over-riding the first 
communications session as recited in claim 1 3. 

3.2 Claims 3, 7, 17, 30 and 41 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

3.1 Applicant's arguments, filed 08/1 9/2004, with respect to claims 2, 1 3 and 1 8 have 
been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection of claims 2, 1 3 and 18 has 
been withdrawn and the claims are allowed. 

3.2 Applicant's arguments filed 8/1 9/2004 with respect to claims 1 , 37, 29, 27 and 1 6 
have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Regarding claims 1 and 37, page 10 of the remarks, Applicant argues that the 
protocol converter 31 does not receive a message according to a first telephony 
protocol defining real-time interactive sessions. Examiner respectfully disagrees. 
Applicants are directed to figure 1, wherein a telephone 14 communicates with a 
plurality of USB devices 14 through a USB hub 12, a 14 connected with the USB hub 
12, which is controlled by a USB host controller 10. The controller 10 converts USB 
protocol to another protocol used by the devices and vice versa; figures 1-3; col. 3, lines 
5-8; col. 4, line 64 - col. 5, line 9. 

Regarding claim 29, page 1 1 of the remarks, Applicants argue, "the Office Action 
provided no explanation whatsoever of how Hannah describes [emphasis added] a 
system that receives a message according to a telephony protocol, or converts the 
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telephony protocol message into data according to a USB protocol." Examiner believes 
that this argument is not relevant because it is directed to subject matter not found in 
the claim. Since the claim did not recite how convert the protocol. 

Regarding claim 27, page 12 of the remarks, Applicants argue "Donovan does 
not teach converting an SIP message into data according to a first protocol for 
communication over a link to a non-telephony device". Examiner respectfully disagrees. 
Applicants are directed to figures 2 and 3, wherein the gateways 55 and 61 convert SIP 
message to data in order to transmit in the IP network 47. 

Regarding claim 16, pages 13-14 of the remarks, Applicants argue about the 
motivation of the office action. Examiner believes that this argument is not relevant 
because it is directed to subject matter not found in the claim. 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thai D Hoang whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3184. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 10:00am-1 8:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi Pham can be reached on (571) 272-3179. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Thai Hoang 
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